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WELCOME BACK TO THE 
UMEI STAGE!  

We are thrilled to welcome you to this year’s UMEI
Community Players production of The Wizard of Oz .  It
is such a joy to once again see this stage filled with
creativity, collaboration, and community spirit.

This production represents months of hard work from
an incredibly dedicated group of performers,
musicians, painters, set builders, and volunteers. Their
passion and commitment have brought this classic
story to life, and we are so proud of what we have
created together.

This year also marks an exciting step forward with the
introduction of a new sound system and orchestra pit,
made possible through the generosity of our sponsors
and supporters. These upgrades will enhance not only
tonight’s performance, but many productions to come.

Thank you to everyone who continues to support the
arts in our community and at UMEI, including our
sponsors, volunteers, families, and audience members.
Your encouragement makes it possible for the UMEI
Community Players to grow and thrive.

Now, sit back, relax, and join us on the yellow brick
road!

UMEI Community Players,

Jillian Suta, Artistic Director
Alyssa Epp, Music Director
Nicholas Driedger, Technical Director



PRESENTING SPONSOR

BENEFACTORS OF THE OPERETTA
Randy & Jane Wiens * Walt & Suzanne Balzer 

PATRONS OF THE OPERETTA
Alvena Sawatzky in Memory of John Sawatzky * Snoei Omstead
Wealth Management Group of RBC Dominion Securities *
Hearts All ‘Round Quilt Shoppe * JDC.ca Inc.

SUPPORTERS OF THE OPERETTA
Sun County Realty Inc. Brokerage * Rob & Lois Konrad * Ed &
Helen Brown * Alex & Chani Wiens * Sawatzkys LLP * Lakeside
Psychology * Mat & Jill Suta * Leonard & Janet Flaming *
Speedprint Ltd. * Caroline Hamm * Mary Krueger in Memory of
Paul, Steven, Jennie & Zoe

FRIENDS OF THE OPERETTA
Ken Kroeker Consulting Inc. * CIBC Leamington * BMO Private
Wealth Albano*Bommarito*Digrandi Investment Group *
Louise Cornies * Paul & Ruth Warkentin * Anonymous *
Anthony Balzer * Baker Tilly Trillium LLP * CF Industrial
Products Inc. * MC3 Manufacturing Inc. * Ed & Linda Regehr *
Realty House Sun Parlour Inc. Brokerage * Dave & Joanne
Brown * Minke & Jeff Richey * Ellen Gosselin * Vic & Marilyn
Winter * Anonymous * Ken & Helen Kroeker * Leadout Capital
Inc. * Lycoland Farms * Ron & Mary Tiessen * Paul & Judy
Cornies * Ben & Sarah Wiens * John Suta * Rob & Whitney Suta
* Essex Animal Hospital * Abe & Susan Epp

OTHER SUPPORTERS
John & Jennifer Fittler * Dennis & Helga Enns * Nick & Kim
Dilaudo * Merle Northam * Nicholas Driedger

THIS PRODUCTION WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE GENEROUS
DONATIONS OF TIME, TALENT, AND MONEY FROM EVERYONE IN THIS
PLAYBILL. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ASSIST IN ANY WAY WITH FUTURE
PRODUCTIONS, PLEASE FOLLOWS US ON SOCIAL MEDIA, VISIT OUR
WEBSITE AT UMEI.CA/COMMUNITYPLAYERS, OR EMAIL US AT
COMMUNITYPLAYERS@UMEI.CA

2026 OPERETTA
SPONSORS



HOME FEELS SAFE — YOUR BUSINESS NETWORK SHOULD TOO.
TRUST US TO KEEP YOUR SYSTEMS PROTECTED,  STABLE,  AND WORRY ‑FREE.



MUSICAL NUMBERS

OPENING  - GIRLS CHORUS
SOMEWHERE OVER THE RAINBOW  - DOROTHY

DING DONG THE WITCH IS DEAD! - GLINDA, DOROTHY, 
MUNCHKIN CHORUS

YELLOW BRICK ROAD  - DOROTHY, MUNCHKIN CHORUS
IF I ONLY HAD A BRAIN  - SCARECROW, DOROTHY, CROWS
WE'RE OFF TO SEE THE WIZARD  - DOROTHY, SCARECROW

IF I ONLY HAD A HEART  - TINMAN, DOROTHY, TREES
WE'RE OFF TO SEE THE WIZARD  - DOROTHY, 

SCARECROW, TINMAN
LIONS, TIGERS AND BEARS  - DOROTHY, SCARECROW,

TINMAN
IF I ONLY HAD THE NERVE  - LION, DOROTHY, 

SCARECROW, TINMAN
WE'RE OFF TO SEE THE WIZARD  - DOROTHY, SCARECROW,

TINMAN, LION
POPPIES  - GLINDA, DOROTHY, SCARECROW, TINMAN, LION,

TREES, SNOWMEN

ENTR'ACTE  - CHORUS
THE MERRY OLD LAND OF OZ  - GUARD, DOROTHY,

SCARECROW, TINMAN, LION, OZ CHORUS
IF I WERE KING OF THE FOREST  - LION, DOROTHY,

SCARECROW, TINMAN
MARCH OF THE WINKIES  - WINKIE CHORUS

JITTERBUG  - DOROTHY, SCARECROW, TINMAN, LION, TREES
REPRISE: DING DONG THE WITCH IS DEAD!  - WINKIE

CHORUS

INTERMISSION

ACT I I

ACT  I



ARTISTIC DIRECTOR... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

MUSIC DIRECTOR... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

CAST CHOREOGRAPHY... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

LIGHTS... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

SOUND... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

STAGE MANAGER... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

PROP MANAGER... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

HEAD GRIP.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

MARKETING... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

SET BUILDING... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

SET PAINTING... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

MUNCHKINLAND SET... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

EMERALD CITY SET... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

COSTUMES... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

SPONSORSHIP &.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

         PROMOTION

VOLUNTEERS... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

              Jill Suta

Alyssa Epp

Nicholas Driedger

Andrea Froese

Mckayla Peters

          Luke Lear

 Joel Warkentin

Sonya Bedal

Billy Good

Chani Wiens

              Walter Balzer, Jeff Unrau

Natasha Schartner, Jen Driedger,

Luke Froese, Andrea Froese, Suzanne Balzer,

Pete Driedger, Sonya Bedal

              Derek Bedal

         Natasha Schartner

     Nancy Armstrong, Justina Wieler,

     Teresa Mazzella, Eva Wiens,

Kate WheeltonLukaniuk

                              Jane Wiens, Suzanne Balzer,

Lindsey Ecker, Chani Wiens

Angie Logan-Toupin, 

Bo Dominguez, Hayley Romanyck,

Tabby Tofan, Rachel Kuli, 

Erica Derksen, Sue Black, Katie Omstead,

Matt Olewski, Hillary Fiss, 

Kaela Fuller, Lenore Raisbeck

*and many others who joined after the date of printing* 

  

THE CREW



DOROTHY GALE

DOROTHY UNDERSTUDY (WED FEB 11)

TOTO

AUNT EM/GLINDA

UNCLE HENRY/EMERALD CITY GUARD

ZEKE/COWARDLY LION

HICKORY/TINMAN

HUNK/SCARECROW

ALMIRA GULCH/

THE WICKED WITCH OF THE WEST

PROFESSOR CHESTER MARVEL/

THE WIZARD OF OZ

DANCING COW

CITIZENS OF MUNCHKINLAND

MAYOR

CORONER

BARRISTER

CITY ELDERS

TOUGH GUYS

FIDDLER

SCHOOL TEACHERS

BRAGGART

LULLABY LEAGUE

           Emry Murray

Natalia Good

Marilla

            Paige Frankfurth

                     Mat Suta

               Terry Raisbeck

            Luke Froese

                             Kyle C. Haight

Kimberly Schmitt

             

                        John Harder

                         

Joella Tofan

   Gwen Toupin, Josiah Good,

 Emerence Omstead-Olewski, Olive Suta

Eloise Wigcherink, Delilah Suta

Finn Smyth

Joella Tofan

Emmett Wiens

Timothy Wigcherink,

Everleigh Wiens, Penelope Wigcherink

Josh Dick, Moses Goertzen

Kara Dick

Etta WheeltonLukaniuk, Leena Fiss

Tessa Tofan

Grace Kuli, Hannah Goertzen,

Eleanor Goertzen, Abby Wiens,

Katie Noland, Iris Gori

THE CAST



CROWS

TREES

SNOWMEN CHORUS

OZIANS

WINKIE GENERAL

WINKIES

NIKKO

MONKEYS

JITTERBUG

POPPIES/JITTERBUGS 

Julianne Wiens, Jaelyn Brett 

Em WheeltonLukaniuk

 Natalia Good, Leeanna Hildebrandt, Jessica

Wigcherink, Andrea Froese

Mya Youssef, Ava Austin, Hannah Dick

Billy Good, Aaron Wigcherink,

Sammy Tofan, Levi Peifer, Kyle Ribble

Sammy Tofan, Wendy Cincurak,

Billy Good, Kyle Ribble, Alicia Good, Aaron

Wigcherink, Julianne Wiens, Jaelyn Brett,

Em WheeltonLukaniuk,

Jessica Wigcherink, Levi Peifer

Aaron Wigcherink

Sammy Tofan, Kyle Ribble, Billy Good,

Julianne Wiens, Jaelyn Brett,

Alicia Good, Em WheeltonLukaniuk

Aaron Waldt

Doug Toews, Nathan Toews

Jaelyn Brett

CASSIAH’S DANCE COMPANY

Adriana Policella, Maci Rutgers, Lyla Rutgers,

Avery Morphet, Evelyn Skinner, Parker Pryor,

Sophia Davis, Eleanor Goertzen, Madelyn Santos

ORCHESTRA
CONDUCTOR ALYSSA EPP
FLUTE  WENDY PETERS
FLUTE MARSHA ROBINSON
OBOE  PEGGY WILSON
PIAN0  RYAN SIMPSON
HARP  ANITA LESCHIED
DRUM KIT  MIKE WIENS
PERCUSSION  JONAH CORNIES

VIOLIN 1 STEFANIE ADAMS
VIOLIN 2 ZOEY DRIEDGER

CLARINET  KAREN YOUNGSON
CLARINET  FRANCESCA INCITTI
BASSOON  HAIDEN COUVILLON

SAXOPHONE   RYAN KAUFFMAN
TROMBONE  TIM BENNETT

TROMBONE  MARIA HARMAN



EMRY MURRAY KYLE C. HAIGHT, TERRY
RAISBECK, LUKE FROESE

BACK ROW: BILLY GOOD, ALICIA GOOD,
AARON WIGCHERINK, JESSICA WIGCHERINK,

KYLE RIBBLE, WENDY CINCURAK
FRONT ROW: LEVI PEIFER, JULIANNE WIENS,

JAELYN BRETT, EM WHEELTONLUKANIUK

MAT SUTA, PAIGE
FRANKFURTH, KIMBERLY
SCHMITT, JOHN HARDER

NATHAN TOEWS, DOUG TOEWS,
AARON WALDT

EM WHEELTONLUKANIUK, JAELYN
BRETT, JULIANNE WIENS

BACK ROW: NATALIA GOOD, MYA YOUSSEF, HANNAH DICK
FRONT ROW: ANDREA FROESE, JESSICA WIGCHERINK,

LEEANNA HILDEBRANDT, AVA AUSTIN

LEADS

CHORUS

TREES

MONKEYS

CROWS



UMEI & THE COMMUNITY  THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT; OUR
CAST & THEIR FAMILIES  THEIR HARD WORK AND
DEDICATION; CRAVE  CONTRIBUTING TO AND HOSTING THE
CAST PARTY; MARK MCGUIRE  THE USE OF HIS VINTAGE BIKE;
ZOEY DRIEDGER  OUR REHEARSAL PIANIST; TERRY RAISBECK
MANY COSTUMES AND PROPS; JOSEPH FRIESEN  THE DOG
WHISPERER; KATRINA WAGNER, DAVE & CHARLENE EPP
CONTRIBUTING TO THE ORCHESTRA PIT REMODEL; CHANI
WIENS  EVERYTHING; ERIC TULP UPDATING THE SOUND
SYSTEM;  MCKAYLA PETERS CAST AND PROGRAM PHOTOS;
ERICA DERKSEN  PROGRAM AND PROMOTIONAL PHOTOS;
MIGRATION HALL THE WINKIE UNIFORMS; JANE WIENS  MANY
PROPS; TED  &  TINA FROESE TINMAN  AND  SCARECROW
COSTUMES;   NATASHA    SCHARTNER    2027     REBRANDING

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

BACK ROW: FINN SMYTH
SECOND ROW: EMERENCE OMSTEAD-OLEWSKI, IRIS GORI,

PENELOPE WIGCHERINK, TIMOTHY WIGCHERINK, EMMETT WIENS,
KARA DICK, ETTA WHEELTONLUKANIUK, HANNAH GOERTZEN

THIRD ROW:  GWEN TOUPIN, KATIE NOLAND, GRACE KULI, JOELLA
TOFAN, EVERLEIGH WIENS, TESSA TOFAN, LEENA FISS

FRONT ROW: OLIVE SUTA. DELILAH SUTA, ELOISE WIGCHERINK,
JOSIAH GOOD, MOSES GOERTZEN, JOSH DICK, ABBY WIENS,

ELEANOR GOERTZEN

FOLLOW UMEI COMMUNITY PLAYERS ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR
MORE BEHIND THE SCENES PHOTOS AND VIDEOS

MUNCHKINS



CAMPROBOTICS 

J O I N  U S  A G A I N

FEBRUARY
2027

I N T E R E S T E D  I N  B E C O M I N G  O U R  P R E S E N T I N G  S P O N S O R ?
C O M M U N I T Y P L A Y E R S @ U M E I . C A

REGISTER ONLINE

JUNIOR & SENIOR

www.umei.ca/camps

GRADES 4-6
July 20 to July 24

July 27 to July 31

$300

$350

GRADES 7&8

LIMITED SPOTS

AVAILABLE!

Grades 

3-6!
$200 for first child, 

$150 for siblings. 

August 10-14
9am to 3:00pm

Register: www.umei.ca/camps

Multi-sports
camp

Grade 6-8
August 17-21

9am to 3:00pm
$300/child 

VIEW PAST PLAYBILLS, SPONSORS, AND PRODUCTIONS AT
UMEI.CA/PAST-SHOWS


